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strengthened and maintained by the corrupt in-
fluence of the notorious Chief Eunuch Li Lien-
ying, with whom he preserved to the end an intimate
connection in matters financial of a kind that will not
bear close inspection. Much of the humiliation
and spoliation that China has suffered during the
past thirty years may justly be ascribed to the
wholesale organised corruption of which this eunuch
was the chief instigator and beneficiary. Li Hung-
chang's secret traffic with him and creatures of his
kidney, and the fortune which he amassed by illicit
connivance in practices which (like the Empress
Dowager) he publicly professed to denounce as a
source of weakness in the State, were evils inherent
in the state of society which produced him and there-
fore generally condoned by that society. But from
the European observer's point of view, it is lamentable
that a man whose strength of purpose and intelligence
placed him so far ahead of his contemporaries in other
respects should have failed so conspicuously in this.

From the outset of the anti-Manchu movement,
which derived its final impetus from the humiliation
of China by Japan in 1894, and until the collapse of
the helpless dynasty in 1911, Europe was persistently
told by Young China, and believed, that the corrup-
tion of the State was an evil which would speedily
be purged by the expulsion of these alien Manchti
rulers. Fervent idealists like Sun Yat-sen and oppoje*
tunists of the Wu Ting-fang type had no hesitation
in proclaiming to the world in their Rejrablic&a
manifestoes that "the Manehu dynasty, by its be-
nighted conceptions and barbaric leanings, had
brought China to a position ojE degradation/* Nev^iv
tlxelessu Young China knew well i& it$ &eart-~for the